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School Parent and Family Engagement Plan
Hilliard Horizon Elementary – Principal: Hilary Sloat
2019-2020
Revision Date 10/01/2019
In support of strengthening student academic achievement, Hilliard Horizon Elementary receives Title I, Part A funds
and must jointly develop with, agree upon with, and distribute to parents and family members of participating children a
written parent and family engagement policy that contains information required by section 1116(b) and (c) of the “Every
Student Succeeds Act” (ESSA). The policy establishes the school’s expectations for parent and family engagement and
describes how the school will implement a number of specific parent and family engagement activities, and it is
incorporated into the school’s plan submitted to the district.
Hilliard Horizon Elementary agrees to implement the following requirements as outlined by Section 1116:
●
●
●

●
●
●
●
●
●

Involve parents, in an organized, ongoing and timely way, in the planning, review and improvement of programs
under Title I, Part A, including the planning, review and improvement of the school parent and family engagement
policy and the joint development of the targeted assistance program plan.
Update the school parent and family engagement policy periodically to meet the changing needs of parents and
the school, distribute it to the parents of participating children and make the parent and family engagement policy
available to the local community.
Provide full opportunities, to the extent practicable, for the participation of parents with limited English proficiency,
parents with disabilities and parents of migratory children, including providing information and school reports
required under Section 1111 of ESSA in an understandable and uniform format and including alternative formats
upon request and, to the extent practicable, in a language parents understand.
Be governed by the following statutory definition of parent and family engagement and carry out programs,
activities and procedures in accordance with this definition:
Parent and family engagement means the participation of parents in regular, two-way and meaningful
communication involving student academic learning and other school activities, including ensuring:
Parents play an integral role in assisting their children’s learning;
Parents are encouraged to be actively involved in their children’s education at school;
Parents are full partners in their children’s education and are included, as appropriate, in decision-making and on
advisory committees to assist in the education of their children; and
Other activities are carried out, such as those described in Section 1116 of ESSA .
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Required School Parent and Family Engagement Policy Components
The school parent and family engagement policy includes a description of how the school will implement or accomplish
each of the following components:
● Jointly Developed
Hilliard Horizon Elementary will take the following actions to involve parents in an organized,
ongoing and timely manner in the planning, review and improvement of Title I programs, including
opportunities for regular meetings, if requested by parents, to formulate suggestions and to
participate, as appropriate, in decisions relating to the education of their children and respond to
any such suggestions as soon as practicably possible.
At the beginning of the 2019-2020 school year, Hilliard Horizon Elementary will establish a Title I parent
committee that will meet throughout the school year. The purpose of the committee will be to plan, review and
improve parent and family engagement programs. Hilliard Horizon will hold quarterly meetings in the school
media center. The meetings are scheduled for:
October 3, 2019
@ 6:30 p.m.
Media Center
December 9, 2019
@ 6:00 p.m.
Media Center
February 10, 2020
@ 6:00 p.m.
Media Center
April 13, 2020
@ 6:00 p.m.
Media Center
In addition to the Britton Elementary Staff, a list of parent committee members will be supplied upon request, after
a rank order student list of identified, eligible students having the greatest need for service is completed.
Hilary Sloat - Principal
Stephanie Archer - Title I Teacher
Dawn Davenport - EL Teacher
Jeryl Kazmersak - Title I Teacher
Niki Rees - Instructional Coach - Literacy and Math
Jessica Wolf - ½ Title I Teacher, ½ EL Teacher
Parents - *The Horizon Elementary school and staff strives to partner with parents and is grateful for the parents
that have volunteered to be a part of this committee. New members are always welcome.
●

Annual Title I Meeting
Hilliard Horizon Elementary will take the following actions to conduct an annual meeting, at
convenient time, and encourage and invite all parents of participating children to attend to inform
them about the school’s Title I program, the nature of the Title I program, parents’ requirements,
the school parent and family engagement policy, and the school-parent compact
.
Hilliard Horizon Elementary will hold its Annual Title I Meeting on October 3, 2019 from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. in the
school media center. A paper invitation will be sent home to each student receiving title services and title
teachers will follow this up with a phone call to the parents. Hilliard Horizon Elementary will have an agenda that
outlines their presentation and a sign-in sheet. The purpose of the meeting is to disseminate information about
the Title program, specifically offered at Horizon Elementary School.

●

Communications
Hilliard Horizon Elementary will take the following actions to provide parents of participating
children the following:
● Timely information about the Title I programs;
● Flexible number of meetings, such as meetings in the morning or evening, and may provide with Title I
funds, transportation, child care or home visits, as such services relate to parent and family engagement;
and
● Information related to the school and parent programs, meetings and other activities, is sent to the
parents of participating children in an understandable and uniform format, including alternative formats
upon request and, to the extent practicable, in a language the parents can understand.
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Every teacher at Hilliard Horizon Elementary is encouraged to call families on the first week of school. Hilary
states, “We love to start the year with a positive phone call.” A “Horizon Shine” postcard is sent home to parents
when the students do well in class. Hilliard Horizon Elementary has a “Time to Share” wall where high quality
student work is hung on the wall and a postcard sent home. Parents are contacted through Monday school wide
emails. Title information and a list of calendar events is listed in this email. Teachers also call home or use Class
Dojo as a messaging tool to connect with parents.
Hilary Sloat, principal of Hilliard Horizon Elementary states, “Communication is extremely important and I
encourage all teachers to connect with parents immediately after school begins. Teachers will use methods such
as weekly emails, Class Dojo messaging, and sending notes home. Staff have been provided with postcards that
celebrate the accomplishments of the students. They are encouraged to send a postcard to everyone during the
year. They are also encouraged to display student work and send a postcard home to parents.”
●

School-Parent Compact
Hilliard Horizon Elementary will take the following actions to jointly develop with parents of
participating children a school-parent compact that outlines how parents, the entire school staff
and students will share the responsibility for improved student academic achievement and how
the school and parents will build and develop a partnership to help children achieve the state’s
high standards.
As soon as students are assessed at HIlliard Horizon Elementary and a rank order student list of eligible students
is created, the classroom teacher and/or the title teacher will place a call to the parents to explain how title
services work. Parents will then be informed of the upcoming Title I informational meeting scheduled for October
3, 2019. At this meeting a school-parent compact will be distributed to parents and a short presentation will follow
that outline how parents, the entire school staff, and students will share the responsibility for improved student
academic achievement. Parents will be asked to return the compact (with the required signatures) to their child’s
title reading teacher. Ms. Jessica Wolf will follow up with parents who do not return them.

●

Reservation of Funds (applicable to districts with Title I allocations of $500,000 or more)
Hilliard Horizon Elementary will take the following actions to involve the parents of children
served in Title I, Part A schools in decisions about how the 1 percent of Title I, Part A funds
reserved for parent and family engagement is spent.
Hilary Sloat, principal of Hilliard Horizon Elementary is aware that the Hilliard City School District is a district that
is allocated $500,000 or more in funding and must reserve 1 percent of their funding for parent and family
engagement. At the December 9th, 2019 Parent & Family Engagement Committee meeting, “Reservation of
Funds” is an agenda item. HIlary will explain “Reservation of Funds” and share a list of how Hilliard Horizon
Elementary currently uses this money for parent and family engagement activities and programs, as well as,
gather input into how the funds might be used in other ways.

●

Coordination of Services
Hilliard Horizon Elementary will, to the extent feasible and appropriate, coordinate and integrate
parent and family engagement programs and activities with other federal, state, and local parent
programs, including public preschool programs, and conduct other activities, such as resource
centers, that encourage and support parents in more fully participating in the education of their
children.
Hilliard Horizon Elementary has a 21st Century Community Learning Center through the Department of
Education. Family engagement programs are held monthly at Hilliard Horizon Elementary. Programs focus on
building literacy skills, building math skills, building youth development, and building family engagement.
Students are provided with fifteen additional outside of school hours during the week.
Delaware Career Center works with the parents of Hilliard Horizon Elementary students that do not speak English
to teach them the language. Parents come to the school building after school hours and learn the language while
educators work with the students.
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●

Building Capacity of Parents
Hilliard Horizon Elementary will build the parents’ capacity for strong parent and family
engagement to ensure effective involvement of parents and to support a partnership among the
school and the community to improve student academic achievement through the following:
● Provide parents with a description and explanation of the curriculum in use at the school, the forms of
academic assessments used to measure student progress and the achievement levels of challenging
state academic standards;
● Provide materials and training to help parents work with their children to improve their children’s
achievement, such as literacy training and using technology (including education about the harms of
copyright piracy), as appropriate, to foster parent and family engagement; and
● Provide assistance to parents of participating children, as appropriate, in understanding topics such as
the following:
○ The challenging state’s academic standards;
○ The state and local academic assessments, including alternate assessments;
○ How to monitor their children’s progress; and
○ How to work with educators to improve the achievement of their children.
Hilliard Horizon Elementary has a Spanish speaking staff member, and Arabic speaking staff member, and a
Somali speaking staff member. Utilizing our staff, we are able to communicate with the majority of our parents.
Hilliard Horizon Elementary offers classes on Monday and Wednesday evenings that help parents learn how to
speak English. This helps develop a partnership with parents and promote a friendly climate at the school.
Teachers at Hilliard Horizon Elementary communicate academic progress officially every twelve weeks at
progress report time and with interim reports half-way between marking periods. Title teachers have a folder in
which they send daily communication in written form to parents, which allows for parents to write back. This is a
great way for our teachers to keep parents informed about ongoing progress and is another way that teachers
help parents understand how to work with their children at home.
Sample List - “Building Capacity of Parents”
Meet the Teacher Night (Build relationships with new teachers).
Curriculum Night (Grade level information and expectations).
Curriculum Night (Grade level information and expectations)
Watch Dogs (Dads learn how to be classroom volunteers).
Curriculum Night (Grade level information and expectations)
Annual Title Meeting (Parents learn about the school’s title program).
Fall Family Fun Day (Build relationships with teachers and staff).
Parent Conferences ((Monitor progress & improve achievement).
Breakfast with Buddies (Build relationships with teachers)
Breakfast of Champions (Eat breakfast & celebrate achievements).
Breakfast with Buddies (Build relationships with teachers)
Parent Conferences ((Monitor progress & improve achievement)
Kindergarten Preview Nights (Learn about Kindergarten).
Breakfast of Champions (Eat breakfast & celebrate achievements)
Science Night (Learn about math and science).
Technology Night (Students share their culminating work & projects).

●

.

August 19, 2019
August 29, 2019
September 10, 2019
September 12, 2019
September 26, 2019
October 3, 2019
October 5, 2019
October 16, 2019
November 15, 2019
November 22, 2019
January 17, 2020
February 12, 2020
March 2,4,11,16, 19, 2020
April 17, 2020
April 17, 2020
May 4, 2020

Building Capacity of School Staff
Hilliard Horizon Elementary will provide training to educate teachers, specialized instructional
support personnel, principals and other school leaders, and other staff, with the assistance of,
parents, in the value and utility of contributions of parents and in how to reach out to
communicate with and work with parents as equal partners, implement and coordinate parent
programs, and build ties between parents and the school.
The faculty and staff of Hilliard Horizon Elementary are provided yearly professional
development, both intentional and embedded, in ways to appropriately engage with students
and/or parents/guardians to build capacity, student self-efficacy and enhance the self-esteem of
such children. The faculty and staff of Hilliard Horizon Elementary supports learning for all
students in a nurturing, caring environment and a belief that all students can learn.

