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PROMOTION AND RETENTION OF STUDENTS 
 
 
The promotion of each student is determined individually.  The decision to promote or retain a 
student is made on the basis of the following factors. The teacher takes into consideration: 
reading skill, mental ability, age, physical maturity, emotional and social development, social 
issues, home conditions and grade average. 
 
Promotion procedures demand continuous analysis and study of the cumulative student case 
history records.  Administrative guidelines must be developed, reviewed and may include the 
following elements. 
 
 1. A student receiving passing grades in the core courses is promoted. 
 
 2. A student having failing grades in the core courses at the end of each year is evaluated 

by the teachers, guidance counselor and principal for placement. 
 
 3. No conditional promotions are permitted. 
 
 4. A student having failing grades may be assigned to the next higher grade with 

discretion only with approval of the principal. 
 
 5. No student having passing grades, “D” or above, throughout the year is failed. 
 
 6. No student should be retained more than twice in the elementary grades, kindergarten 

through eighth grade. 
 
 7. Documentary and anecdotal evidence should be available to justify retention. 
 
Secondary 7-12 Promotion and Retention 
 
Students are promoted from one grade to the next higher grade when they have achieved the 
skills and/or knowledge necessary to accomplish the work in the next higher grade level. 
 
In grades seven and eight, when a passing grade is attained in all subjects but one, a student is 
placed in the next higher grade.  To be promoted to the next higher grade, a student in grades 9-
12 must meet the credit requirements established in policy JECD, Assignment of Students to 
Class.   
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A student in grades seven or eight who receives failing, incomplete or less than satisfactory 
marks in two or more subjects may be retained in that grade for the subsequent school year.  A 
student in grades nine through twelve who fails a subject for the year does not receive credit for 
that subject and may be required to repeat the subject for proper credit.  A student who fails a 
subject the second semester may fail the subject for the entire year, regardless of the first 
semester grade. 
 
Any student who is truant for more than 10% of the required attendance days of the current 
school year and has failed two or more of the required curriculum subject areas in the current 
grade is retained unless the student’s principal and the teachers of the failed subject areas agree 
that the student is academically prepared to be promoted to the next grade level. 
 
Third grade students who receive a limited proficient score on the third grade reading 
achievement test are provided one of three options: 
 
 1. promotion to the fourth grade if the principal and reading teacher agree that other 

evaluations of the student’s skill in reading demonstrate that the student is academically 
prepared for the fourth grade; 

 
 2. promotion to the fourth grade and provide “intensive intervention” services or  
 
 3. retention in the third grade. 

 
Intervention services are offered to students who are not making satisfactory progress toward the 
attainment of the statewide academic standards for their grade level.   
 
 
[Adoption date:  August 14, 2001] 
[Re-adoption date:  March 9, 2004] 
[Re-adoption date:  October 11, 2005] 
 
 
LEGAL REFS.: ORC 3301.07; 3301.0710; 3301.0711; 3301.0712; 3301.0715; 
  3313.608; 3313.609; 3313.6010; 3313.6012 
 OAC 3301-35-04; 3301-35-06 
 
 
CROSS REFS.: AFI, Evaluation of Educational Resources 
 IGBE, Remedial Instruction (Intervention Services) 
 IGCD, Educational Options (Also LEB) 
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